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VEHICLE CHECKLIST 

 

1. Vehicle Maintenance (Do This Now) 

 Check All Fluids (Critical in Florida heat): 

o Engine oil 

o Coolant / Antifreeze 

o Brake fluid 

o Transmission fluid (Check in your vehicle when is recommended to change) 

o Power steering fluid 

o Windshield washer fluid 

 Full tank of gas (keep above ½ tank at all times during hurricane season) 

 Tires properly inflated + spare tire in good condition (including spare’s air pressure) 

 Battery tested and clean 

 Brakes, wipers, and all lights working properly 

 Air conditioning working (very important in Florida) 

 Registration, insurance, and proof of insurance current and in glovebox + Update 
Phone Apps + Download oƯline maps in Google Maps  

2. Emergency Kit (Keep in Vehicle Year-Round) 

 Jumper cables Or NOCO Starter 

 Flashlight + extra batteries (or hand-crank) 

 First aid kit (including trauma supplies) 

 Bottled water (minimum 4–6 gallons) 

 Non-perishable snacks / protein bars (3–5 day supply) 

 Blanket or emergency sleeping bag 

 Rain poncho + change of clothes 

 Tool kit (screwdrivers, pliers, knife, duct tape, zip ties) 

 Fire extinguisher 

 Tire pressure gauge + 12V air compressor or fix-a-flat 

 Road flares or reflective triangles 

 Tow strap 
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3. Grid-Down & Evacuation Gear 

 Printed maps + laminated evacuation routes (QGIS or Google Maps) 

 Portable phone charger + solar charger 

 GMRS / FRS handheld radio (with extra batteries) 

 Cash in small bills ($200–$500) 

 Full PACE Communications Plan card 

 Bug-Out Bag (72-hour minimum) in trunk 

 N95 masks + safety glasses (smoke / debris) + working gloves (PPE) 

 Portable jump starter / power bank 

4. 72–24 Hours Before Storm (Final Actions) 

 Re-check All Fluids and top oƯ as needed 

 Fill gas tank completely 

 Move vehicle to highest ground possible (or garage) 

 Load evacuation supplies (cooler, clothes, documents) 

 Test all lights, wipers, AC, and radio 

 Clean out unnecessary items 

 Install phone mount + oƯline maps loaded 

5. Evacuation Quick Tips 

 Leave early (48–72 hours before landfall recommended) 

 Primary: Gainesville (~130 miles) 

 Alternate: Ocala (~105 miles) 

 Long-range: Atlanta (~457 miles) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


